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with its ripple of rhymes, like a breeze in the top of
a pine-tree.

Snoilsky returned to Sweden, to be sent away
again as charge d'affaires to Copenhagen, where
he formed a close friendship with the first
of recent critics, Georg Brandes. The present
writer, who was in Denmark soon after this
date, recalls how enthusiastically Brandes spoke
of Snoilsky, and how ardent were his hopes for a
complete rejuvenescence of the poetic literature of
the North in the person of the brilliant young
diplomat. However, a series of unlucky personal
relationships seems about this time to have interfered
with the free development of Snoilsky's genius. He
had married in 1867, but not happily, and his family
vexed him with a persistent complaint that he ought
not to publish verses, as this was an" act " unbe-
coming in a nobleman." Such a pretension can
excite nothing but laughter, yet was an indica-
tion of the absolute absence of sympathy which
gradually drained the happiness out of a life made
for amenity and joy. His early career as a poet
closed with a volume of " Sonnets " in 1871, after
which it was understood that he consented to bow to
the anti-poetical prejudices of his family. These
sonnets are acknowledged to be the finest hitherto
published in Swedish.

Snoilsky's withdrawal from the poetic art was,
however, even now, rather relative than positive. He
was engaged on a translation of the Shorter Poems
of Goethe; and original compositions of his own